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Wo umo the World: becauſe of Offences: for it muſt 
needs be that Offences come: but vo to that Man 
9 whom 0 — comets. St Matth. viii. * 
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10 A 
GENTLEMAN at Oxford. 


WIRE Recery'p your Letter rela- 
Sd ting to a Book entitled Chri- 
D Ip Sanity as old as the Crea- 
don, wherein you delire my 
Thoughts upon the follow- 
ing Heads, viz. 


1 


I. The Author's Scheme in his Book. | 
II. The End and Tendency of this, and 
ſuch like Books. 415 


Powers to puniſh Atheiſtical, Prophane, 
Seditious, and Treacherous Writers ? 


Theſe are the ſeveral Particulars you 
write about. I ſhall conſider them in their 


Order. 
5 B 1. Firſt, 


III. Whether it be fitting for the Civil 


" * 


2õ7⁵ͥ DET 
1. Fir, The Author's Scheme ; which is, 


that the Religion or Law of Nature is the 
compleat ſaving Religion of Man, and that 
Man is naturally endued with ſufficient Light ? 


and Strength to fee and obſerve that Law. 


To come to à clear and full View of his | 


Doctrine it will be proper to give you the plain 
obvious Senſe of his Words. 

By the Law or Religion of Nature then 
cant be meant the eternal and perfect Rule of 
Reaſon which exiſts only in the divine Mind. 


2. Not, Secondly, can we, by it, underſtand 


all Things that Man, as a reaſonable Creature, 
ought upon God's Authority to believe and 


do, becauſe this takes in the whole of Reveal'd ® 


as well as 'of Natural Religion. 
But by the Law of Nature 
What we are we are to underſtand the Ori- 


ro undertend.by Sina! Law of Man in his firſt 


Jatural Religion, © a ; | 
= the | * and innocent State of Crea- 
Nature. tion ; the Law that was diſco- 


coverable by the bare Light of | 


Nature, without the Help of Revelation. 

Or, in other Words, the Law of Nature 
may be ſaid to be that Syſtem of Moral Du- 
ties which humane Reaſon, if rightly attended 
to, (eſpecially in it's uncorrupt State) is capable 
of diſcovering without any Aſſiſtance from Re- 
velation. r ä 

And 'tis plain that our Author takes it 
in this Senſe, when he Affirms that Chriſtianity 


is as old as the Creation, or that the Goſpel 


is only a Republication of the Law of Nature. 
And ſo his Doctrince ſtrictly and truly is 
this, viz. That the Law or Religion of Nature 
is abſolutely perfect, or alone ſufficient to che 
e Salvation 
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* 


gracious, or reveaPd Means. 5 

But we muſt diſſent from ſuch Doctrine as 
a moſt dangerous as well as palpable Error; 
becauſe though the Law of Nature (viſible to 
Adam) was à perfect Law to conduct and rule 
innocent Man, a perfect Law to uncorrupt Man 
in his natural and terreſtrial State; yet it does 
not appear to be a reſtorative Law to guilty, ſin- 
ful Man; nay it can't in the Nature of Things, 
be a ſaving Law to a Man that has broke it, 


3 0 * | * 
Salvation of Man, without any other ſalutary, 


and forfeited the Benefit of it, no more than 


it can condemn and ſave at the ſame time. 

Laws operate according to the Behaviour 
of thoſe they relate to; and fo the fame Body of 
Laws that area Protection and Life to the Inno- 
cent, are' Condemnation and Death to the 


9 | Guilty; that is, the Religion of 


n 45 r il | rp 8 
Man all the Rights and Hap- ©... 
ineſs of —— Nature, bot Base e 
it can't redeem a Sinner, ir 
can't (to a ſinful corrupt Man that has broke 
it) procure ſupernatural Benefits, ſuch as Re- 
demption from the Dominjon of Death, For- 
giveneſs of Sin, the Renewal of Man's Nature, 
and a freſh Title to eternal Life; all which: 
Benefits are implied in the Salvation of a Sin- 
ner; and therefore meerly by the Religion of 
Nature no Man can be ſaved. s 
And this being the natural and unavoidable 
State of all Men ſince the Fall (none being 
capable of living in perfect Ohedience, or with- 
out Sin) it was abſolutely neceſſary, in regard 
to Man's Salvation, for God to introduee a new 
Covenant of Mercy, or to add to the Law of 


2 | Nature 
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Nature, a new Law, or Diſpenſation of Grace 
and Mercy, without which no Man living 
could be juſtified. | 
Hence we are led to ſee the Difference be- 
tween the original Law of Nature, and the 
preſent Law or Diſpenſation of Grace and Mer- 
cy, revealed in the Divine Writings. | 
No Provifien he original Law of Nature, 
againſt the ruin- Or the natural Rule of innocent 
ous Conſequences Man, requires Man indiſpenſa- 
of Sin in the Law bly to continue in his State of 
hoy Innocence, and -neither allows 
of Sin, nor provides any Atonement ar Re- 
medy in Caſe of Sin, 
But Cbriſtianity, or the Goſ- 
The Law of pel, ſuppoſes Men Sinners, of- 
Revelation and 
Mercy. fers Atonement, and propoſes 
| proper Means, in order to re- 
concile the Penicent, and ſave the Sinner, 
Chriſt came to call Sinners to Repentance, and 
to ſave them that were loſt,  . 
And ſo this Gentleman might have altoge- 
ther as well have ſaid; That innocent Men, and 
finful Men, are the ſame; as, That the Reli- 
gion of Nature, and the Religion of the Go/pe!, 
are the ſame. 7 
And therefore taking the Title Page in the 
plain and obvious meaning of the Words, we 
ſee a manifeſt Contradiction, a direct Inconſiſten- 
cy before us; and a comprehenſive, but com- 
pleat, Confutation of the Book itſelf; for who, 
at the firſt View,, does not ſee that Chriſtianity 
is founded upon the Death of Chriſt, as an A- 
tonement for Sin, and always implies it? But the 
very Suppoſal of that in Natural Religion is ab- 
ſyrd ; and therefore, by making the Chriſtian 
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| of the Goſpel, or a Law 


DEISM Tryd. 5 
Religion, and the Law of Nature the ſame, tis 
plain he has no right Notions of either. 

2. But, ſecondly, If the Religion of Nature is 
now a perfect Rule, and the only. Religion of 
Man: and Natural Reaſon (as this Author all 
along ſuggeſts) is ſufficient to diſcover and ob- 
ſerve that Law : then a Republication of that 
Law was needleſs and unneceſſary; and 
conſequently not the Concern of a Divine A- 
gent: and therefore, 3 the Publication 

rom Heaven, by 
Jeſus Chriſt, that very Allowance muſt, in the 
Nature of Things, overturn his Scheme, and 
neceſſarily imply theſe two Things, viz. 

1. The Fall of Man. And, | 

2. Secondly, That upon the Foot of Natural 
Religion, or the Light of Nature, there were 
not 2 Means of his Recovery and Sal- 
vation; but that * additional Laws, and new 
Meaſures were abſolutely neceſſary to that End; 
and conſequently that Chriſtianity . is a Law 
more extenſive than the Law of Nature. A 
Religion, or Divine Diſpenſation, adapted, or 
proper, to reſtore fallen ſinful Man, which the 

aw, or Religion of Nature, could not do. 
And that this is the true Caſe, in oppoſition 
to Dr T--d—|1 and others, I will evidently 
demonſtrate, not only from the Teſtimony of 
Revelation, but likewiſe from ſelf-evident 
Propoſitions of Reaſon. And in order to this, 
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* The Addition of New and Reſtorative Laws of Grace, 
do not imply any Mautability in God fas our Schemiſt 
would ſuggeſt) but a' Mutability in Man ; and are given, as 

edicines are to diſordered Bodies, when the natural and 
ordinary Food cannot ſupport them. 5 

1. Finſt, 
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Account of the Creation, the Fall and 
Reſtoration, or Salvation of Man, as 
| agreeable hereto; And then, | 


ö | | I, Firſt PI lay before you the Scripture 


2. Secondly, Ell demonſtrate, by ſelf evident 
Propoſitions, the Neceſſity of admitting 
that Account, in oppoſition to the Deiſts. 


1. Firſt, I am to lay before you, the Scrip- 
ture Account of the Creation, c. es © 
The Scripture aſſures us, that Man came 
ure and upright, out of the 
A. bd Hands of God; and as ſuch, 
2 the Law of his Nature, or Mo- 
ral Law, was written in his Heart, or viſible 
to his Mind, to guide and direct him as a Ra- * 
tional Creature. And in his State of Inno- 
cence, he had not only ſufficient Light to ſce, 
but Strength to obſerve that Law. And in the 
Obſervance of it, Peace and Joy naturally 
Sprung up in the Mind, from the Approbati- 
on of God, always attending it, as a ſettled 
Motive to Perſeverance. Bt 
Hence, the Moral Law is juftly ſaid to have 
an intrinſick Goodneſs in it; becaufe the Ap- 
probation of God as a perpetual Spring of 
Delight, goes along with the Obſervance of 
% | 0e 
. But then, tho' the proper Uſe, Exerciſe and 
7 Enjoyment of the Rational Faculties, or. go- 
verning Powers in Man, did in a great Mea- 
| ſure conſiſt in Reflecting on the Beauty, and 
| living up to the Rectitude of that Law; yet, Ne 
1 - what 
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what appears to us, this Law "I 
was 47. apted to a Terreſtri- rx 
al State; neither Reaſon nor naturalor terreſtri- 
Scripture lets us into any Views a1 State. and never 
above an earthly Paradiſe. af » gn dt 
And tho* Happineſs and Natu- f 
ral Duty were inſeparably united; yet we can- 
not ſay that the Advancement of human Na- 
ture, above the Perfection and Happineſs it 
p- was created in, would have been the Conſe- 
gquence of an inviolable Obſervance of that 


Law. 
And ſo, tho' Natural Religion might be a 
1, Perfect Law to Innocent Man, with regard to his 
- X natural and terreſtrial State: Yet we cannot 
e 3 ſay, that Natural Religion would ever have 
1- raiſed him into a Supernatural and, Celeſtial 


State: becauſe this is aſſigning Supernatural 

„ Effects to Natural Cauſes. So that the Reli- 

e 7 ligion of Nature never was the bole Religion 

of Man. 5 

= Bn Hence it is, that ſuch Divine 

1 Precepts as.are known to Man No expreſs pro- 

F mi 6 

by the Light of Nature, are ee * 


1 only called the Lau e Nature, the Iaw of Na 
= never the Covenant of Nature : ture. 

' FF becauſe God ſaw fit not ex- 

= preſsly ro annex any Celeſtial Promifes to the 
FF Obſervation of the Law of Nature. 

And therefore God adds a The Coverant 
poſitive Law, prohibiting our ef Eternal Life 


firſt Parents to eat of a certain 1 = 


Tree in the Garden of Para- fitive Law, and 
diſe, ſtiled by God himſelf, the notupon the Law 


of Nature. 


Tree 


*: DEISM Ty. 
Tree of the + Knowledge of Good and Evil. Thou 
„Cen. l 13, Dal not eat of it, (faith God) 


thou ſhalt ſurely die , that is, become obnoxious 
to ſpiritual and bodily Trouble and Diſſolu- 
tion. 

This poſitive Law was enacted by the ſame 
Law-giver and Authority, as the Moral Law, 
or Law of Nature; and upon that Account, 
equally binding. And from the evil Conſe- 
quences of the Breach of it, we may colle& 
the great Advantage there would have been in 
the Obſervance of it. | 

And this poſitive Law of Faith ſuperadded to 
the Natural Law of Man's Being, ſeems to 
have been eſtabliſhed as a proper Medium to 
have raiſed human Nature into an approved 
State above Falling, and then to have admitted 
him to a Participation of the Tree of Life, and 
ſo to have advanced him to higher Degrees of 
Perfection and Happineſs, and a more exalted 
State of Exiſtence. 3 8 

And this Production, or Riſe of Human 
Nature, by Obedience to the Poſitive Law, 
was as eaſy as any other Production in Nature, 


and altogether as Reaſonable and as Compre- 


henfible. | 


— — 


+ So called becauſe probably it was the adequate 7 
er Tryal of Man's Free-Will, in his Innocent State: Inſo - 
much that Obedience to God herein would have raiſed his 
Nature, and ſettled him unalterably in the Enjoyment of true 
Goed ; as, on the other hand, by Diſobedience, he actually 
taſked Evi/, i. e. his Nature thereby was corrupted, and 
became liable to all Evil. ; 


And 


for in the day thou eateſt thereof i 


= 
3 
1 


% * %a 
" A Sor I 


1 9 


And why God choſe a 5 

q | becauſe there could os ad odd & - lids 
o ground, even for a preten- Command ? 
Wed Excuſe of not ſeeing or 

knowing it. 

2. But Secondly, A Poſitive Law or Com- 
9, * — was abſolutely Neceſſary to carry him 


t, his Probationary State, and fix kum in 
e- Iker State of Happineſs, beyond a moral 
R $5: * Falling; which could not be till he 
in itually fettled i in a State of Implicit Obe- 


"Wience to God, and thereby arrived at a moral 
poſmndility of diſobeying God, in any Com- 
9 _ AS wt Poſitiue as Natural. 

3. And Thirdly, To teach Man that the Re- 
XY ad of a Celeſtial and Etefnal Life is not 
pwing as a Debt to the Obſervance of the Law 
Nature, but is wholly to be referred to the 
r Grace of God. 

Hut all was prevented by the Fall z thro? which 
4 the Fountain of Mankind was The val of 
Ycorrupted, and impaired, both | 
Fas to ſpiritual Light and moral 
Strength, and fink even beyond the Poſbility 
Jof Se Recovery, : Man hereby was (as one juſt- 
1 expreſſes) vulneratus in naturalibus, S ele. 
tus in ſunernaturalibus. 5 

þ b Hence Fark the 2 of a * New Law, 
l. f 'ardoning an e- 

a dive of Grace, eſtabliſhed bg or . 
| 9 upon the Merits and Interceſſion the Law of Na 
ff Jeſus Chriſt; | | . , tures 4 


* 
. 
* 


— CO 


1.5 ® All moral 7 MJ ot t the Religion of Nature, 1 is compre- 
ended in the Chriſtian Religion, but they are not the whole, 


r nn Rule of the Chriſtian Life. 
= & This 
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This was neceſſary to give Light and Direc. Þ 
tion to diſcover God's Will, Strength to ob. 
ſerve it, and Atonement or Satisfaction for all 
Infirmities and Offences, and aſſurance of Par. 
don and Acceptance upon Faith and Repen- 3 
dance. 7 
This is the 'ReveaPd Account of matters re. 2 
lating to the Fall, and Recovery or Salvation 
of Man, as it appears in the Books own'd, v4 
all Reform'd Churches, to be the Word of 
God, and Rule both of Faith and Manners. 
And now, if Reaſon, or Natural Light, (the 
Deiſts ſole Guide) ctoſes with, and upon due 
Examination irreſiſtably affents to this Account: a 
Then, the Deiſtical Scheme of our Author is 
not only falſe, but damnable; A Scheme urrerly 
inconſiſtent with all rational Hopes of Sal. 
vation. 

My buſineſs then is to prove from Reaſon, 
or Self-evident Propoſitions, the Certainty of © 
the Scripture-Account, already laid down be- 0 gar 
fore you: Which I ſhall do under the follow- | Tor 
ing Heads, Ide 

tur 
1 — 


I. Firſt, By Wann. from Rexſes, or 
Selt-Evident Propoſitions, the 1 
ef Man's Fall. 1 
II. Secondly, By demonſtrating, that 10 par- 1 
don of Guilt, or Hopes of uture Hi. 1 
neſs to ſinful Man, appears to the Natural * 
Light of Man ; but rather quite other. 
ways, viz. Future Miſery. 
III. Thirdly, That the Rational Hopes of fees | 
ture Happineſs to Penitents, has a F KEY. 8 1 
tion in Revelation,  tho* zo where ce. 


. that Revealed Religion, or the Re- 


*. k 


er 
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ligion of the Scripture, in order, or pre- 


rec. parative, to the Pardon and Acceptance 

of penitent Sinners, is different from, and 
all more extenſive than, the Religion of Na- 
Par ture; and that it is in itſelf ſo Rational 
en- I and Self-evident upon a fair Examination, 


that no Man, upon the foot of Reaſon, 
can reject it. 


by Theſe Heads being made out, and fully 
of proved, will ſet the Controverſy betwixt Chri- 
Fians and Deiſts in a true Light. | 

the x1. Firſt, I am to demonſtrate from Reaſon, , 
pe Certaiaty of Man's Fall; the abſolute Cer- 
Winty whereof is evident from the Impoſſibility 
If Man's giving himſelf up to Idolatry (as moſt 


erly Lations have done) while he remained in that. 
Sal. mpleat, uncorrupt State wherein God, (all 


ſon, Fprm'd him. Man without original Corrupti-, 
7 of yn cannot deliberately approve of Idolatry, be- 
be- fauſe uncorrupt Reaſon and Idolatry are as in- 
ow- Fonſiſtent as Light and Darkneſs. Approved 

Aldolatry muſt be grafted upon degenerate Na- 

+ Mure, becauſe Man's Reaſon uncorrupted can 
or no more take Idolatry for the Worſhip of the 
nty rue Cod, than a Man's Eyes no ways injured 
Fan take Darkneſs for Light, or Light for 
ar- Parkneſs; becauſe all the Faculties in Man 
»Pl- re equally adapted by the ſame: unerring juſt. 
rat Hand wich regard to their Objects, the Rati- 
zer- al Powers to ſee and judge of Rational Objects, 

che Eye of Senſual. And it is as great an 
fue Abſurdity in che Nature, Order, and Relation 
dae f Things, and demonſtrates as certain De- 


| 1 Works are perfect) at firſt undoubtedly 


ae Priyation in che Rational Powers, to allow, and 
e- bo | | 


- "2 
lion 
5 8g 


C 2 deliberately 


Jos: And coodequemtly, apprvid Waliny (6B | 


” 
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deliberately apptove of, the Wotſhip of a Stock \ 
inſtead of the living and true God, as it does 4 
Defect in the Eye to take Straight for . 4 
or in the Ear to take Harmony for Diſcord, 1 | 

And therefore the very Suppoſal of Natural 
Light uncorrupted could, upon Examination, 3 
approve of the groſs Error of Idolatry, is a 
ſelt-evident Falſhood : becauſe the Suppen 
implies Imperfection or Injuſtice in God, the 
Author of the Rational Faculties, as not en- 
dowing them with ſufficient 2 to judge 
and determine about their pro bjects; or 
elſe as covering them with ſuc * ediumg 2 
as neceſſarily lead them into groſs and endleſi 
Errors. | 

So that upon the whole, from the prevailing 
Power of Idolatry in many Parts of the World, 
the infallible Certainty of the Fall, or original 5 
Corruption of Man, ſtands ſure upon the 4 
of Reaſon, and is confirmed to Demonſtration, by F 
the following ſelf-evident Propofitions. 7 

— All the Faculties, rational 
dent Propoſition. — ſenſual, in innocent, uncor- 4 
rupt Man, are, and muſt, (as 
God's Handy- Work) be pere, as to the Ap- 3 
prehenſion and Enjoyment of their proper GGW. 


Sin ſo directly oppoſite to the Perfection of the 
Rational Faculty) neceſſarily demonſtrates ori- 
ginal Corruption, or the Fall of Man. 
2. And now having ſhown the Certaint 
Man's Fall, and ny his natural 1. 1 
greement to God the as being in a Stare 
eatly different from what God at firſt CY 
— in: 2 in the next Place ae 1 
ſkate t from Natu ligion, or the 
„ T rat Religion, Lighl 


4 guilty before God, I am liable to his Wrath, 
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1 ier of Nature, (the ſole Law of the Deiſts) 
g an has not any Rational! 
Ground to go upoh, for the The Beide | 
Pardon of his Sins, and Accep- or Hope. 
tance with God, or of being 
Happy in another Life. | 

My Buſineſs here then will be to examine in- 
to the Religion of Nature, and fee what I can 
there find for the Pardon of my Sin, and the 
> Salvation of my Soul. 

That I am a Sinner is an infallible Truth: 
and for any Man to protiounce otherwiſe of 
X himſelf, would be a Declaration againſt Con- 
"7 ſcience, and a high Preſumption. 
A By being a Sinner, I mean 8. 8 
degenerate, or fallen from the 1 
Perfection of my Nature, with reſpect to my- 
ſelf; and, as ſuch, guilty before God: As 


& whoſe Nature is oppoſite to Evil; and as de- 
generate and diſordered with refpect to my, 
— am actually in 4 ruinous and miſerable 
tate. ; a ONT og 
And now, What Remedy appears from the 
Religion of Nature, or Natural Light? What 
Diſcoveries of Pardon for my Sin does it make? 
Or, by what' Methods does it ſhew that the 
Perfection of my Nature (loſt by Sin) may be 
reſtor d, and my difordered Frame ſet right? 
Alas! ſo far from it, that nothing appears in 
the Glaſs of Natural. Light, but Horror, and a 

ſad Expectation of future Vengeance. 2 

The Truth of which reſts fure, upon the 
following felf-eyident Propoſition. | 


Ar 
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tk ts As the Law, or Religion, of 


i Nature does not ſuppoſe a Fall 
2 * tis abſurd to affirm or beliove 


| that it makes a Proviſion for, 
or diſcovers any Method of, Pardon in caſe of 
one. 
Objeion. But it may be ſaid, Will not Re- 
pentance and Sorrow move the Almighty, and 
regain his Favour? | 
Anſwer. This does not, cannot, appear by 
the Light of Nature. Becauſe the original Law 
of human Nature requires Man, at all Times, 
and in all Places, to act according to the Law 
of his rational Nature, reaſonably, i. e. in all 
Caſes to avoid Guilt, and live without Sin, in 
order to continued Bliſs; and has not made. 
the leaſt Proviſion for eternal Happineſs, in caſe 
of Diſobedience. In ſhort, the Law, or Religion, 
of Nature, (as I before ſaid) does not ſo much 
as ſuppoſe a Fall, and therefore cannot pro- 
vide 4 Remedy in caſe of one. 

2. But, ſecondly, the Deiſts may as well pre- 
tend to affirm, that there is a natural Power in 
Sorrow or Repentance, moving God to reſtore 
an Eye wilfully ſtruck out, as to renew the 
Image of God wilfully defaced in the Soul, 
by Sin; the Argument is the ſame exactly in 
both Caſes. | {br Bang 

Objection 2, But, ſince Man is fallen, does it 
not not appear plain from the Goodneſs. of 
God (viſible by the Light of Nature) that 
God will, upon Sorrow and Remorſe, pardgn: 
Sin? | | 1 10 t 

Anſwer. T anſwer in the Wards of a learned: 
Author, That the Goodneſs of God does 
t not ſo neceſſarily prove that he will forgive 


+ Sjn, 
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and Remorſe is a ſufficient and prevailing Cauſe, 
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« Sin, as Juſtice does that he will puniſh it. 
« For Goodneſs, in it's own Nature, muſt 
« give Place to Juſtice ; i. e. Goodneſs cannot 
* pardon, while it is unjuſt to pardon ; for an 
« unjuſt Goodneſs is no Divine Perfection.“ 
And therefore, as by the dim Light of Na- 
ture we cannot comprehend how the Good- 
neſs of God is regulated by his Juſtice, ſo we 
cannot with any Aſſurance ſay, that Sorrow 


or Medium, for Man's Pardon and Acceptance. 


4 The Apoſtle juſtly argues, hat 


man knoweth the things of a man, Cor. ii. 11. 


| þ | ſave the ſpirit of man which is in 


bim; even ſo the things of God knoweth no man, 


4 but the ſpirit of God: that is, As no Man knows 


the ſecret Purpoſes of another Man, *till he 


1 thinks fit to diſcover them himſelf; ſo the fe. 
= cret Purpoſes of God knoweth none but the 


Spirit of God: And even to pretend to know 
them, without a Revelation from God, is un- 
warrantable Preſumption, and a heinous Sin. 
The Truth of the whole Anſwer reſts upon 
this Self-evident Propoſition, or Rational De- 
monſtration. 
The finite Light of Man aan 
no more adjuſt the different Third, Selke- 
Meaſures of acting betwixt 
God's infinite Goodneſs, and his | 
infimte Juſtice, than finite Power can compre- 
hend Infinity, N 
Objettion 3. But will not Amendment appeaſe 
the Anger of an offended God, and entitle Man 
to his Acceptance? | 
— Anſwer, If by Amendment is meant a Riſe of 
Man into his original State of perfect 8 
that, 
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future Behaviout can be an acceptable Atone- 
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that, to Natural Light, appears impoſſible: 
Or, if by Amendment: is underſtood, good Be- 
haviour he the future; even in that Caſe no 
one (by the Light of Natute) can ſay, that 


ment for nag Offences. 

2. But ſecondly; the Law of Pardon upon 
future Amendment, or 22 Repentance, cannot 
be a Natural Law : becauſe it the original and 
ianocent State it was uſclets, 42 had no Place 
or Being in the Nature and Relation of Things. 
And therefore, if there be ſuch a Law now, 
it muſt be a Supernatural os Revealed Law; 
and ſo not diſcoverable by Natural Light, 
which can diſcern nothing Texcepe Reveal'd) 
above Nature. 


3. Tbirdy, If by Natus t Man can 
have no * and clear Wos of the 
State of the Angelica! and wier World 
then it muſt he a ſelf· evident 


blurry for ny 
one to ſag; That by Natural ey. cau 
diſcern and ſee what are the propet and neceſ- 
ſary Means to raiſe n ag en 
Cendiion, and make them h bi 2, ſuch ag 
higher State as they know nothing, of. 

Nay, the Deiſts may as well. pretend ta give 
us proper and certain Rules to change Stones 
into Animals, or Animals mtg a; higher C Os 
or Rank of Beings, as by Natural * 
ſhew us hey to raiſe fallen Man wen 
gelical or Heavenly State ; and m © chem, e 
their Departure hence, like, on equal to. 
Angels in the Kingdom of Goch 

So that upon the whole, cis evident tg De- 


monſtration, chat the Dan * a 


an 
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Fan diſcern no real or probable Foundation for 
3 any Happineſs after Death. 
And now having demonſtra- 
Ned, from ſelf-evident Propoſi- The Light of 
% ions, that Natufal Light affords — ue 
% Foundation to build our tate Poniſnment 
mopes of Pardon upon, nor lets of fallen Man. 
AF into any Views of Hap i- 
Meſs in a future State; I ſhall, in the ſecond 
Place, ſhew plainly, that the Light of Nature 
Wvidently ſuggeſts the Puniſhment of fallen ſin- 
ul Man, upon Death. | 
When 1 ſee, and by Experience find, that 
e Pleaſures of this Life bear no Proportion 
Xo the Troubles of it; When I ſee every one, 
nore or leſs, groaning under afflictive Com- 
BY. . . | 
plaints, of one kind or other; When, I ſay, 
ſee and find this, What can the Light of 
Nature ſuggeſt upon theſe Occurrences, but 
Ihe Diſpleaſure of God, and not the Smiles of 
an appeaſed Deity ? 
X Natural Light looks no higher than Natural 
XX Cauſes; and if the Anger of God annexed to 
Sin be the original Root, or Natural Caule of 
humane Afflictions, (as moſt. certainly it is) 
then the plain obvious Reaſoning thereupon 
is, That Man naturally lies under God's Diſ- 
XX pleaſure, and in the way, of Vengeance. 
And ſo likewiſe upon Death, or the Diſſo- 
lution of fallen Man, the Thoughts ariſing 
from the Light of Nature muſt be the ſame. 
or Inſtance, If I, by the Light of Nature on- 
y. take a View of Man in his painful Ago- 
nies of Death and laſt Moments, groaning un- 
der the Weight of exceſſive Grief and An- 
guiſh ; and after that, by the ſame Light, ex- 
; D amine 
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amine into the State of Diffolution : I muſt ne- 
ceſſarily, from the nature of things, look upon 
this mournful Scene, this dreadful and nnatfoe F 4 
al Separation, not as a friendly, but as a punitive 

AR, arifing from the Diſpleaſure of an offend- 

ed God, the Author of Nature; And then, 

What hopes can I have, by that Light, that 3 
the Soul, the one Patt of the Man, is in Hap. 
Fine/5 ;, while I ſee the Body, the other part f 
God's handy-work, deſtroy'd and lie in Ruins, 

in Ignominy and Cortuption, viler than com- 
mon Duſt, loathſome and offenſi ve to all that 
come near it? Nay, from that Light, I muſt 
look with Terror into the World of Eternity, 
and believe that the Soul is as juſtly in Torments 
there, as the Body is in Diſorder and Corruption 
bere. I muſt neceſſarily believe that God's Par- 
don cannot be partial; and that he muſt be re- 
conciled either to the whole man, or to no part 
of him. Therefore, as I plainly ſee the Wrath 
of God lying upon this vi/ible part of man,! 
muſt think, that it alſo remains upon the invi- 


And the irreſiſtible Argument moving me 
to the Belief of this, is, Becauſe we infallibly, 
we experimentally, know, by natural Light, 
that Diſagreement and Pain, naturally, inevita- 3 
bly, and inceſſantly ſpring up from Diſorder: 
we know alſo that Death is the Perfection (if 
may ſo ſay) of Diſorder, the immenſe Ocean 
that all the Rivulets of Diſorder only tend to 
end in. And as this is the Caſe, we can make 
no other Concluſion from natural Light than 
this; That fallen ſinful Man is naturally fix'd 
upon Death, in unſpeakable Torment; 9 wt 

| ody 
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4 Body both under the Dominion and Power of 
Death. | 

X This the Light of Nature, duly exerted, 
eſt; whether the Soul, or preceptive 


we Part of Man, be ſeparated from the Body at 
id. Death, or not. 3 
en, Becauſe; If ſeparated (as no doubt it is) I 


hat muſt look upon that Separation from its Body, 
10 I Sand the ſeveral Inſtruments of its Pleaſure there- 
of in, as an unnatural, judicial, and punitive Se- 
ns, Paration; and in that View, it muſt appear to 
m. de in a State of great Torment. 
dart And on the other hand, upon the Suppoſal, 
aſt Wat the Soul, or perceptive part of Man, is 
Pot /cparated from the Body at Death: the Caſe, 
Moſt aſſuredly, muſt be the ſame; Becauſe 
rom the diſorderly Motion of Corruption and 
Death (gradually operating, as it viſibly doth, 
In the Tead Body) Pain and Torment muſt (as 
In all other Motions of Diſorder) neceſſarily and 
Inceſſantly ſpring up in the perceptive Power, 
1 Fil there be a Reſurrection, or Return to the 
„„. vital Form, or primitive State of Life, Order, 
and Enjoyment. 
All Motion does not ceaſe at Death; No! 
The Motion of Corruption and Death begins 
and goes on perpetually: and as Man has a per- 
? KEceptive Relation (in ſome kind or other) to the 
whole Material Syſtem, What naturally can be 
the Reſult or Effect thereof in the dead perſon 
(ſuppoſing the Soul, or perceptive part, not ſe- 
TE parated) but inconceiveable Torment in pro- 
portion to the Diſorder (the ground of pain) the 
Man now lies, or moves in. This muſt, in 
the ſettled Nature of things, be a Spring per- 
14 petually throwing into the Soul, or perceptive 
| D 2 x Power, 
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Power, the moſt frightful Images, Ideas infinit- 
ly more terrible than ever appeared or were felt 
in the moſt horrid * Dreams; becauſe now but 
unnatural, deadly and deviliſh Forms can ap- 
pear, The perceptive Power in whom all I- 


mages are received, and have been from the 


beginning of Life, can receive, naturally, no- 
thing elſe. And theſe frightful Motions muſt 
be inceſſantly ſpringing up, and become the 
endleſs (not Dreams, but) Realities of the dead 
Deiſts. 41 

For Men to ſay, They will not believe this, 
or it ought to be otherways, and the like, is 
like ſaying, they will not feel Pain from the 
Diſorder of a broken Limb, or the Gout or 


Stone, or the ſtingings of a Serpent, and the 


like: All which groundleſs Aſſertions prove no- 
thing, except the Folly or Madneſs of thoſe 
that ſay them. | 

So that the State of the Deiſts, at Death, 
cannot appear otherways than miſerable. And 
what compleats their Miſery is, that no End 
can be ſeen of it. 3 

The Truth of all which, reſts upon the fol- 
lowing Self-evident Propoſition : „ 

As Pain naturally and neceſſarily ſprings up 
| in Man from diſorderly Motion, 
Fourth Self evi- that Pain muſt be proportiona- 
dent Propoſition. ble in its Meaſure, and equal in 


its Duration to the Diſorder it ſprings from; and 


that, in the Diſorder of Death, muſt be infinite 
and endleſs, without the Interpoſal of God. 9 


— 


The Diſorders from whence the moſt horrid Dreams a- i 
riſe, are but fight Diſorders, if compared with the infinite- 
orders of deadly Corruption, dwelling and 


But 


ly greater Di 
ruling within. 
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nit- But whether he will interpoſe, tis impoſſible 
felt to know without Revelation. 

but 

ap- 2. But ſecondly, That Natural Light ſup- 
| I- poſes or ſuggeſts the Puniſhment of fallen Man 
the after Death, appears from the Natural and 


no- Univerſal Fear of * Death; becauſe if every one 
uſt has naturally implanted in him an Averſion to 
the Death, an Averſion that appears in all but 
ſead Mad-men or Stupids, and what a Man cannot 

be ſet free from (to rational Satisfaction) but 
his, by the Grace of Revelation; then Death in the 


„is Natural Light of the Mind muſt appear as an 
the Evil i. e. as an Introduction into a State of 
or Miſery. For as Nature does not plant oppoſites, 
the I cannot by the Same Light look upon the Same 
no- thing both as Evil and Good, as I muſt do, if 
1oſe by the Light of Nature I could ſee any Hap- 
pineſs after Death. | 
ith, BF Accordingly, we have no tolerable Rules, 
\nd no rational Grounds, no ſatisfactory Directions, 
Ind in the Writings of the moſt enlightned Heathens 


to conduct and lead us throw the Valley of the 
Shadow of Death, in Peace. No! none but 
the true Believer can with a Holy Triumph ſay, 
O Death, where is thy Sting? O, Grave, where is 
thy Victory? 


na- — - — x 
in | * To be ſubject to Miſery both in Body and Mind, ſo 
and * that the Body ſhould decay, and at laſt be diſſolved: and the 
nite Soul which could not periſh, ſhould be miſerable after its Se- 


© paration from the Body, was the Original Notion of Death. 
Mm And our firſt Parents, who had never ſeen what Natura! Dy- 
X 72 was, underſtood Death no otherways than as a Privation 
of Happineſs, and conſequently a State of Miſery both in this 
Liſe ard the ncxt. Jenkins Chriſtian Relig. Vol. 2. P. 254. 


I might 
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I might bring more Arguments to proye the 
Point I am upon: but enough has been ſaid 
already to demonſtrate to all (except thoſe who 
are tenaciouſly reſolved Not to ſee ) that all the 
Deiſts and Religioniſts of Nature amongſt us, 
muſt eyen upon their own, as well as the Chri- 
ſtian, Principles, be fix'd upon Death in un- 
Ipeakable Torments. 

In their own Religion of Nature 


The Deiſts they can have no Rational or Solid 
—7— | 1 of Happinels, becauſe it really 
and Reyea- * ords none. ER 
ied Light. In the Chriſtian, or Revealed Re- 
ligian, they can have no Hopes, be- 
cauſe they diſbelieve and reject it. 
In the Light of Nature, their Deſpair of 
Happineſs ſtands upon Self. evident Propoſitions. 
In Revealed Light, their Condemuation ſtands 
upon the unchangeable Word of Gad, He that 
believeth not, ſhall be dawned ; that is, He that 
perverſely rejects God's kind and ten- 
St Mark xvi. der offers of Mercy and Salvation to 
16 Man thro? his Son, as all Deiſts and 
Religioniſts of Nature among us do, 
ſhall periſh eternally. For if he that deſpiſed 
Mojes's Law died without mercy, of how much 
forer puniſhment ſhall be be thought worthy, who 
(with the Deiſts) have troden under foot 
Heb. x. 29. the Son of God, and have done deſpite 10 
to the Spirit of Grace ? | 5 
So that upon the whole, you ſee the Deiſts, 
 - however rich or great at preſent: 
Bie however gay and ſecure in their ſpi- 
Tuch or *- ritual Darkneſs ; muſt Rarely or yn- 
fer Death der the Power and Dominion of Death, 
ME es and then become the Refuſe of the 
Creation, 
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1 DEISM Fi 23 
IcCceatiod, the vileſt Beings within the Sphere 
of Nature; Slaves and aſfals of Devils or 
fanen Spirits, incapable of enjoying any Object,. 
3 BW naterial or ſpiritual, in all Infinity, and ever- 
laſting Receptacles of the Wrath of God, perpe- 
Zrual Monuments of Shame and Tor- 
ments, 4 Curſe and a Reproach and an It tei. 
1 borting unto dl fleſh. 24. 


y OBJECTIONS Anſwered. 
* 1 come now to remove ſome Objections 
 llcg'd by Deiſts. 

Object. 1. And firſt, Theſe Sticklers for the 
of MW u/ficiency of Reaſon or Natural Light, ſay, That 
s. 


Man has no Power or Principle within him, ca- 
pable of receiving any Knowledge, or examining 
Iny Doctrine, but the Faculty of his Reaſon, 
Ind therefore Reaſon muſt be ſufficient. 
"X Anſwer. We allow that Man has no Faculty 
but that of his Reaſon to examine Dottrines, 
and receive Directions by: But then, we further 
ſay, that this One Faculty is capable of receiving; 
Light and Direction two ways; the dne from 
Nature, the other from Revelation: As the 
Eye of the Body is capable of ſeeing not only 
ot | 21 the dim Light of the Moon, but alſo by the 

1 earer Light of the Sun; fo the Faculty of Rea- 
ſon, or Eye of the Mind, is capable of ſeeing by 


.—= 


8 
1 


2 


1 


ts, 4 Ithe clearer Light of Revelation, as well as 
y the dim Light of Nature. This reaſonable 
a culty is capable of receiving Supernatural, 
well as Natural Light: that is, the ſame Fa- 
Culty of Reaſon, which by its own Strength can 
$ make but /bort and faint Views into the Rational 

World, and none into that of Grace, may be 


vailly 
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vaſtly illuminated by Revelations from God, 
the Fountain of Reaſon and Author of Grace; 


and receive clearly ſuch Truths as otherwa ys 4 
were abſolutely ſeparated from the apprehen- 


five Powers of Natural Light. 


Objection. 2. I know, we have been frequent- 
ly told by ſome modern Writers, that the Re- 


ligion of Nature is perfect and ſaving, and that "R 


the Natural Light of a Man's Reaſon is ſufficient 
to ſee and obſerve that Religion. 

Anſwer. If theſe Gentlemen would give us 
rational and ſatisfactory Proof of their Do- 
ctrine, they mult not put us off with that impi- 
ous and profane way of ſaying, It muſt he ſo, 
or elſe God muſt be arbitrary, unjuſt, or cruel, 
or unfair in his Diſpenſations of Grace, and ſo 
lead us into impenetrable Secrets, inſtead of 
giving us plain and ſolid Proofs. 


I call this way of talking or writing impious, 


and profane, becauſe it ought to be laid down 
as an unqueſtionable Truth, that God is eſſen- 
tially Juſt and Good: and therefore when Men 
notwithſtanding this, make their own ſhallow 
Comprehenſion the Tryal or Touch-ſtone of 
his Juſtice or Goodneſs, tis an infallible ſign that 
they have made ſome fatal ſteps towards the 
Diabolical State, and not far from final Repro- 
bation. ect. 

If they then will be in earneſt, and act a pru- 
dent part, let them endeavour to make out the 
two following Points, orelſe they do nothing : 
VIZ. 


I. Firf, That the Natural Light, or Reaſon 


of Man, is fo uncorrupt and perfelt, kde 
ave 
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have a clear and influential View of Natural 
Religion. 


II. Secondly, That Natutal Religion has a Life- 
giving, or Renewing Power in it, capable 
to reſtore and ſave Sinners; Or, that the 
Salvation of Sinners is the neceſſary Effect 
of Obedience to it. 


Now, As to the Firſt, It is ſo far from be- 


ent 2 | | 

Ig Tue, that on the other hand Man 1s na- 
us rally fo deficient in point of Light, and Spi- 
o. tual Strength, that if he was left intirely to the 


Fonduct of his own Reaſon, he would be no- 


0 hing but a Mixture of Darkneſs and Sin, and 
el, Pe fo far from making any tolerable Progreſs 
ſo In Religious Doctrine and Practice, that the 
of Pappetites of Senſe would chiefly rule him; and 
Ihe /pritual Part would in a great Meaſure, be 
NA Slave to the bodily, | | 
vn In ſhort, The 1n/ufficiency of Reaſon, or the 


n- Natural Corruption of the Reaſoning Powers; 
en Ws ſo vifible in Man, from the monſtrous Errors 
W 1 both of Faith and Practice, that he is apt to 
take in, receive, and ſo tenaciouſly embrace, 
it (as Idolatry, Popery, Mahometiſm, and even 
« the worſhipping of the Devil, Sc.) that one 
may lay it dowh as a certain Truth, That if 
chere had been 0 Light, and Grace of Revela- 
tion, all Nations in the World had long ago 
been deftroyed, or at this day Worſhipers of 
che Devil, inſtead of the living and true God. 
What Men who are Strangers to the ſaving 
Power of Religion may ſay, I cannot tell; but 
eis impoſſible for any one that has the Expe- 
1 tiene 
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rience of the regenerating or ſaving Grace of | 
God, to fay or think otherways. 

God therefore ſeeing the miſerable Condition 
Man was brought into by the Fall, and that I 
his impaired Reaſon was inſufficient to conduct 
him as a Reaſonable Being; and that his Reco- 
very without Supernatural Means was impoſſible, . 
reveals himſelf to the fallen Pair, converſes with K. 
them, and declares that the Sced of the Homann 

(without the ordinary Concur- 
Gen. ui. 16. rence. of Man) fould bruiſe the 
| Serpents bead. 9 

In which miraculous Declaration, Chriſt was 
foretold and promiſed, as a Reedemer of the 
World; and in him a New Covenant of Grace 
with Mankind was eſtabliſhed by God in the 
foreſaid Promiſe, the Seed of the Woman ſhall 
bruiſe the Head of the Serpent.“ 

The Covenant of Grace here declared was 
general, and the Terms of Acceptance (neceſ- 

ſarily imply'd) were Faith and 

The Second Co- Repentance. For be that cometh 

2 Grace no God (in way of Duty) 

e muſt believe that be is, and that be 

Hel xi. 6. a Rewarderof all them that dili- 
gently ſeek him. | 

This was the general Law of Grace upon the 
F all; and whoever, from that time, obſerved 
It, were intituled to the Propitiatory Merits of 
Chriſt, for the Pardon of their Sin, and Accep- 
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The Merits of Chriſt's Death for the Remiſſion of Sin, 
bears Date from this Promiſe: Hence he is called the Lamb 
Hain oY the Foundation of the Warld. ; 
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Unce to Favour; tho' as Þ ignorant of the 
Srounds upon which it was vouchſafed, as dy- 
Sg children now are; and indeed the Virtue of 
hriſt's Death to procure our Pardon and Re- 
ard, does not depend upon our Knowing, but 
Mod's Accepting, it. | 
And immediately upon this Covenant God 
oathed Adam and his Wife with Coats of 
ins; not only in token of their Fall into the 
"Hui Life, but likewiſe to encourage their 
ppes of Mercy thro' the Promiſed Sced, upon, 
Terms of Faith and Repen- 
Wcc. 
And in the following Chapter, we read of 
„ and Abel bringing their O/erings at the Set 
d Solemn Time of Divine Worſhip; and that 
ad had Reſpe#? unto Abel and his Offering, but 
Bc unto Cain and his Offering, together with 
at followed thereupon : 5 whence we 
y fairly infer theſe two things; 
r. fir}, That Offerings were appointed by 
d to keep up and perpetuate a juſt and influ- 
tial Senſe of His declared Mercy. God's Ac- 
"Wptance of Abel's Offering ſhews his Appoint- 
"MENT. | 
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Ae does not follow, that actual Faith in Chriſt, is in all 
es, even with Regard to thoſe that are capable, a neceſ- 
Qualification for applying the Merit; ſince we ſee the 
oſtles themſelves knew nothing of his dying for Sinners till 
His Reſurrection: Nor does it appear that the Patriarchs 
cheir Poſterity, the choſen People, were apprized of it. 
W Dyly's Diſſert. pag. 15. But Obedience tot V ord 
2 58 was as ſaving before the Word was incarnatey a 
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22 DEISM T. yd 


2. Secondly, That Faith in God's Word, and 
Repentance, were the known Terms of Pardon 
and Salvation. This appears from what God 
fays by way of Rebuke to Cain, upon his An. 
ger becauſe his Offering was not accepted. 7 8 
thou docſt well, ſhall thou not be accepted? i. e.. 
If thou repent of thy Sin, and 
offer thy Offerings with an Heart 
in Faith and Love as Abel did, thou ſhalt be 
pardoned, 1 

And no doubt, but the extraordinary Inter. 
courſe betwixt God and Man was common in 4 
the firſt Age, before the Flood. We have 2 1 
very ln of this recorded, where 

it is ſaid, Enoch walked with God, 
Gen. v. and he was not, for God took him: #1 
i. e. He held a pious and reli- 
gious Communion with God, and at laſt Gd 
rook him to himſelf; He was tranſlated, that b: 
HPould not ſee death. | Td 

Theſe, and other miraculous Diſpenfations, WW. 
were ſo many infallible Manifeſtations of God's 
Love, Demonſtrations of a Future State, evi. 
dent Tokens of Mercy upon Repentance ; and 
conſequently ſo many powerful and * Mo- 
tives to Faith and Holineſs. 3 

It ſeems 2 impoſſible for any one to be N 

| orant of Reveal'd Religion, 

Revealed Religi- before the Flood, which hap- - 
on univerſal be- 1 
fore the Flood. ned about the Year of the 
orld M. DC. LVI. about 70 

Years (not the uſual Age of Man then) after 3 5 
the Death of Adam. F 

And after the Flood, Noah (who had been 4 1 


Gen. iv. 7. 


general Deſtr uction, and had been — 4 
preſerved 
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and preſerved by Providence from that Remarkable 
ardon Judgment) continued upon Earth about 350 
God ears, even to the 2006 Year of the World; 
An. therefore no doubt all Men at that time, who 
|. IX were ſprung from this righteous Man, had, or 


i. e.. might have had, the Benefit of Revelation, and 
and his paternal Inſtructions, with all things proper 
Heart for their eternal Welfare. 
alt be 4 About 70 or 8 Years after this, God 
ſeparates Abraham, the Father of the Faith- 
Inter. ful, and his Family from all other Nations (who 
in had begun to reject the Directions of Revela- 
tion, and to give themſelves up] to their ſenſual 
Luſts and Idolatry) fixing them as his Peculiar 
People, or true Church upon Earth. Here Re- 
& velation was plain, frequent, and accompanied 
with particular Directions in regard to Duty. 
So that * Revelation has been the only true, 
SGatisfactory Guide in matters of Religion ever 
FT ſince the Fall. | 
Why God indeed chuſes out ſome Nati ons 
favouring them with peculiar Revelations and 
Bleſſings, and not others, is a Depth of Provi- 
dence that I do not pretend throughly to ſee 
into. So far I am certain, that the Reaſons for 
ſo doing are Wiſe and Juſt, and not partial; be- 
cauſe no People or Nation but what rejects and 
caſts off the Government of God, before he 
forſakes them, or leaves them to the Conduct 
of their natural Blindneſs and Corruption. 
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* See the Poſtſcript of a very eminent Divine, to the ſecond. 
Part of Scripture Vindicated. 5 
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had an expiatory Power in it capable to remove 
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IL. I now come, ſecondly, To examine 
into the Intrinſick Power, or Real operative 
Extent of the Law of Nature? And, whe- 
ther the Happineſs of Fallen Man in a 
ſeparate State be a Neceſſary Effect of it? 


That the neceſſary and certain Effect or Con- 
ſequence of obſerving the Regenerating Law 
of Grace and Revelation, will be Happineſs in a 
ſeparate or future State, is certain; becauſe 
the living God, (Truth it ſelf,) has ſo declared. 
Obſerve the Cauſe here is equal to, or capable 
of producing, ſuch an Effect, as Happineſs in 
a ſeparate State. 

But muſt it neceſſarily be ſo upon the Obſer- 
vation of the Religion or Law of Nature? That 
does not, that cannot,. appear: Becauſe the 
Law of Nature can have nothing in it ſelf, as a 
Cauſe, to produce a ſupernatural Effect, as the 
Salvation of ſinful Man mult be. | 

The Law of Nature no doubt was clearly ſeen 
by Adam, and he was capable of obſerving it. 
exactly, and of being happy thereby in a Ter- 
reſtrial Paradice, or his Natural State, as con- 
fiſting of Soul and Body. But Adam himſelf, in 
his Original State, could not ſee that the Obſer- 
vance of the Law of Nature could either raiſe 
him into a higher State of Exiſtence, or that it 


Sin, and make him happy in an unnatural State, 
or without his Body. Therefore if Adam could 
not poſſibly ſee this, none of his Poſterity no- 


3. Thirdly, J would have theſe Gentlemen. 
conſider, that the Reſurrettion of the Body to In- 
corruption and Glory, is one part, tho' the 5 

and 
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Wand finiſhing Act, bf Man's Salvation. Now 


chey cannot ſay, that this is a Natural Effet? from 


the Law of Nature, becauſe that would contain 


k 
bp 


in it the Abſurdity of ſaying, the ſame Law 
Fills and makes alive; or, the ſame Cauſe has 
Roppoſite Effects, upon the /ame things, and in 


the /ame Circumſtances, It is, in ſhort, affir- 
ming (to human Underſtanding) an Impoſſibili- 
"ty : Becauſe ſuch an Effect muſt come from a 
Kupernatural Cauſe z and therefore if “his part of 
Man's Salvation, then conſequently the whole 
Puſt be fixed upon the Supernatural Grace and 
N 7 of God in Chriſt Jeſus, the Promiſed 
ca, | 
4. And accordingly our Salvation is ſo far 
From being a necſſary and natural Effect, ſoleiy 
riſing from even the beſt of our Actions, that 
e meritorious Cauſe thereof is wholly attributed 
p the Free Grace and Mercy of God 
=D Chriſt. By Grace ye are ſaved, Eph. ü. 5. 
Rich the Apoſtle, But 10 him that 
vor tetb, i. e. meritorioufly, Reward 


& 
o * > 


Rom. iv. 4. 


not reckoned of Grace, but of Debt; Rom. vi. 


. ho alſo declares, that the Wages of 26. 
in, (whereof we all are guilty) is Death, but the 
% God is eternal Life, through Jeſus Chriſt. 
o that Chriſt plainly is the Root and meritorious. 
Fauſe of Pardon and Lite. Obedience is only a 


* 


* 


ene Cauſe, which of it ſelf, or Solely, is 


f 70 Avail to purchaſe our Pardon, or of any 
alue in Redemption, and Merit Account. It is 
ie Concurrence of Chriſt's Spirit that gives 
YH erit to human Actions, and improves them 


Ito Principles of eternal Joy. And ſo his Spi- 


I 
2 


, V. 


ic is as neceſſary to ſaving Productions in the 
ingdom of Grace, as the Concurrence of God's 
Will 
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Will is to all Vital Productions in the Kingdom 
of Nature. 

And now after all this, can it be juſtly ſaid, 
that Reaſon and the Law of Nature is ſufficient 
in Matters of Religion? when notwithſtanding | 
Man till wants Revealed Light to enlighten 
him, Revealed Grace to aſſiſt and ſtrengthen 
him, and Revealed Mercy to pardon him, and 

accept of his Imperfect, inſtead of Sinleſs, Obe- 
dience. 

But as ſome Writers for the Sufficiency of Rea: 
ſon may take it ill ro be charged with rejecting 
all Revealed Religion; Therefore, with regard 
to fuch, I ſhall add as follows: Firſt. 5 

If, upon the whole, it ſhould only be allow- 
ed (as all that do not reje& Scripture muſt) that 
Revelation is capable of raiſing Men to higher 
Degrees of Light and Purity, and thereby to a 
more Exalted State of Happineſs, than Reaſon ; 

Secondly, That it is a plainer and clearer Light, 
a ſafer Guide; can always convert when Reaſon 

can, and frequently, when Rea- 
St Mat. xi. 21. fon, or Natural Light, cannot. 
And 1 

Laſtly, That Revelation has in all Ages been 
the Religion of the peculiar People and Favou- 
rites of God. If this only (I fay) be allowed ; 
then what are rhe Writers for the Sufficiency of 
Reaſon doing? What End are they driving at? RM 
Or, What Intereſt are they ſerving? *Tis cer- wy 
tain their Works of this kind can promote no 
Cauſe but that of Satan's, or be dictated by ln 
any Spirit but the Deceiver, who delights ro de- 
preciate the Word of God, the ſure Guide, and 
to engage Men in vain Whimſies, uſeleſs Spe- 
culations, and endleſs Scepticiſm, inſtead of 
improving 
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3 Improving themſelves in "ITO cis and true 
olineſss. Ben 
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1. „ That the Law of Nature, originally, 
& and from itſelf, (as if perſonal) commands 
certain Duties, ahd,' that in Virtue of this 
$ | Law, G God's Power of conmaiiding Man is 
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Anſwer. The Will of God (the proper Rule of ; 
Action to all Beings both in the Viſible and In. 
viſible World) is Eternal as God hitnſelf is; and 9 
therefore ſaying a thing is antecedent to God": 3 : 
Will, is ſaying it is antecedent to Eternity, or 7 


God himſelf. 


But the Truth is, the Rectilude of the Divine 
ill and the Re&itude of the Divine Nature i 
the /ame, one abſolutely ; and the alone Founda. 
tion of Virtue, and Rule of all Rectitude; : 
ſomuch that whatever is agreeable to God's i 
is agreeable to the Divine Reclilude; and . 
ever is agreeable to the Divine RefFitude, is ne. 
ceſſarily agreeable, at the ſame point of Du 
tion, to the Divine Mil, and a Man may a 
well make a Diſtinction betwixt the Eſſenti! 
Truth, and the Omniſcience of God, as betwr 
the Rectitude of God's Nature, and the Rec "IH 
tude of God's Will: And ſo it is juſt as goo: i 
Senſe to ſay, a thing is true, antecedent tf 
God's Knowledge, as to ſay a Man is obliged 8 
do a thing antecedent to God's Will. Where OO 
fore, to place the Foundation of, and the Ob 
ligation to, Virtue, in the Divine Rectituce, * 
antecedent to the Eternal Will of God, is talk * | 
ing inconſiſtently and contradictorily. 9 


To explain the matter then, Let it be con 
ſidered that God is ſelf-exiſting, or Bae 
Independent Goodneſs : whereas no Created BY 
ings have an ny ſelf-independent Goodneſs, oY 
any Happineſs but what is either ecke 
or mediately communicated to them from wes 


Will of God, the Eſſential Fountain of Good. 


7 
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_ Wnen God therefore gave Being to his Ra- 
H. - 


ional Creatures, He created them in a Con- 
3 and Ol ormity to the Rectitude of his own “ Will; ſo 
God = Shat his Will (the perfect Law of Righteouſneſs) 
y, o mould be the ſtanding and unalterable Rule of all 
heir Actions, even ſo far as they ſhould riſe or 
fall in the Perfection of their Nature, or be- 
Divine ome Partakers of the Goodneſs of God, or 
ure & *Þſe the Enjoyment of it, as they ſhould act in 


und» bedience or Diſobediencę to his Will; that is, 
le; “Obedience they ſhould become Partakers of the 
s Wi. Divine Nature; by Diſobedience they ſhould. loſe 
har Ne Enjoyment of it. | 

is ne. 
Dura. So that the + Willof God made known to Man, 
ay Ky the Light of Nature and Revelation, is the 
ential 8 8 
twWr 0 98 8 | 

Nectl. * God's Will, is the Will of Perfection, and the aloe 


1 Rule that makes all Beings perfect in their kind. 


= + Meral Good and Evil, are founded in the different Rela- 
ed tion they bear to God. Thus moral Virtue, or Good, con- 
here. ſiſts in its Conformity to God's Will; and moral Evil in its 
Ob Non- Conformity toit. The former is attended with God's 
Approbation, which is a real Good or has a real objective 
== Goodneſs to a reaſonable Soul: The /atter is attended with 
So d's Diſapprobation or Anger; and fo produces a permanent 
FF objeQive Evil. | 4 


And ſo the natural and eſſential Differexce in Actions lies 
* in their Agreemeut or Diſagreement to God's Will, and the 
= fuitable Effects or Productions ſpringing from it. 


Moral Actions, as well as Natural Actions, are Cauſes that 
have their neceſſary Productions or Effects of Good or Evil. 


To have a Foundation in Reaſon, in Truth, in Nature, or 
the Nil of Ged, is in Realit the /ame. 


F 2 Foundatton 
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Foundation of all. human Duty; F and the Eny gy- 
ment of Gd; or Eternal Life, i is a certain oh. 


ſequence of Obedience [ 5 21 
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ſhould be ruled by te W ill of the Mater. 8 ; 


that T ought, .,and am oblig'd to bey the Wi 
or Law of God, made known ta me by the Lig he 
of Nature or Revelation, and ine enſibly 
oblig' d, becauſe it is made knownto me. E 
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But to depart from this plain and known Rule 
3 of God's Will, and preſüm 


** itneſſes of 
Antificeof to unintelligible Subtilties, and for- 


Satan. bidden Secrets, i is an Artifice of Satan, 


o 1990 men into Scepticiſm and 
Wickedneſs; 3 30 550. ee and harden them 
in it. This en 
when the Will of God - {ages as no primary 
fundamental Law to go by, moſt Men will be 
inclined to do 5 tha dich is ri he in their, own. 
Eyes; and fo the Luſts and Pal ions of Men will 
bonne their chief Caſuiſts and Guides, and they 
will de apt n DE, to fay * be alfo believe, 


that While they ate” ne 18 eir ſinful Appe: 
0 


ns, that they are only 


tites and corrupt 


actin agreeably to their: Vaturr, and the eternal 


Filutiſes of things, and rtf certäinguclear Rule" 


will be left to reform Tra. This. by the BY: 1 
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he néxt Objection is, „ That the 
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= 59s Bibbd Not the Tamblof God, is 4 
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But it is time now to ſee how this Author 


<« ſtrative Evidence of his Acceptance of it.“ 
But in anſwer to this, I muſt obſerve, that tho? 
ſaying without proving may ſatisfy thoſe that 
have no ſerious Thoughts about a future State, 
et to Men that have a Real Concern for eternal 
appineſs, Nothing will do but rational, plain, 
ſatisfactory, ſelf-evident Proof. 


The Article of Salvation is too important to 
reſt upon any other Foundation. 


And therefore this Gentleman ſnould not only 
tell us, that Natural Reaſon ſnews Men their 
Duty to God, but ought (if he can) to bring 
ſome Proof of it. ; 


But alas | Does not every Age and every 
Nation declare the Doctrine to be falſe? Nay, 
in ſeveral Nations, where the people, for rea- 
ſons to us impenetrable, are deprived of all Re- 


Devil? ſo that this lately advarced Doctrine is 
plainly and evidently Falſe ; and pleading, for 
it, in Oppoſition to Revelation, is actually plead- 
ing for the Devil. Becauſe as, that Doctrine 
ground in the World upon the Goſpel, ſo 
is Kingdom among Men will proportionably 
advance upon the Kingdom of Chriſt, 


But to conclude, | this. Gentlewan, I believe, 
has not the Authority of one Chriſtain Church 
in 


ſupports his uncommon Doctrine. Why, He 
tells us, That Natural Reaſon ſhews Men 
« their Duty to God, and gives them demon- 


veal'd Light: Are they not given up to Idolatry, 
and do not they almoſt univerſally worſhip the 
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in the whole World to ſupport his Doctrine: 


but moſt of them, if not not all, expre/ily de- 
clare againſt him, 


Objections. But our Author goes on, and 
affirms, That Natural Reaſon not only ſhews 
« Men their Duty to God, but gives them de- 


«© monſtrative Evidence of his Acceptance of 


cc it. 


Anſwer. Another haſty Aſſertion without 
Proof: and indeed that it cannot be proved, is 
evident to Demonſtration; Becauſe after the 
Covenant of eternal Life, founded upon unſinning 
Obedience is once broke, tis impoſſible then 
for Man in his ſinful Covenant- broken State, to 
know by Natural Light, the Forms of a New 
Covenant, or be upon any certain Terms of Sal- 
vation; till God, by Revelation, thinks. fit to 
tell him; Becauſe, not Man (the Breaker of the 
Covenant, but God (the injur'd or offended Per- 
ſon) muſt adjuſt and ſettle the ne] Terms of Ac- 
ceptance with himſelf: and theſe Terms, no 
Man could know, but by Revelation. 


And therefore. this Getnleman might as well 
have ſaid, That Natural Reaſon ſhews Men 
their Duty to God, and gives them Demon- 
ſtrative Evidence, that by Obedience to it they 
ſhall never taſte of Death, as what he does ſay ; 
i. e. A Man may as well pretend to fee, by 
Natural Light, how to avoid Death, as to rai/e 


himſelf after Death to Life again, one Branch 
of Man's Salvation. | 


So 
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moval of this Sin or Guilt, out of the Mind of 
the Murderer. 


No one, by Natural Light, can ſay that the 
Objective Exiſtence of the Murder can ever 
ceaſe ; becauſe it can never be ſaid that vo Mur- 
der was committed. Nor can it be ſaid, that the 
tormenting Relation that the Murderer bears to 
it, can ever, by natural Means, be cancell'd 
or extinguiſhed : ſo that Natural Religion leaves 
the Guilty in his natural State, i. e. in endleſs 
Torments. 


Here then we muſt fly to the Mercies of God 
in Jeſus Chriſt, to remove this Perſon out of 
his natural State; into a State of Grace, i. e. 
out of the Guilt and Torment of his own /inful 
State, into a Participation of God's Mercy and 
Goodneſs, purchaſed or procured for us by the 
meritorious Blood of his Son, i. e. into a Par- 
ticipation of that eternal Life | 
and Happineſs that God has given 
us in his Son. 


1 St John v. 11. 


This Caſe in ſome Meaſure reaches all Men, 
becauſe all Men are Sinners. 


The Deiſts then muſt look upon themſelves 
either, 


1. As Sinlef; or 2. as ſinful. 


1. If they declare that they are without Sin, 
this very Declaration will plainly demonſtrate, 
that they are ſpiritually blind, and Strangers to 


all true Religion. 
G 2. But 
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2. But if they own themſelves to be ſinful 
Creatures, then they muſt hold, that by Natural 
Reaſon they can ſee that their own Actions have 
an Expiatory, Meritorious, and life-giving Power 
in them, by virtue of which they are entituled 
(upon the-foot purely of their own Works) not 
only to a bare Pardon, but likewiſe to a Re. 
ward in Heaven; and ſo arrogate that to them- 
ſelves, or preſumptuouſly attribute that to their 
own Works, which they ungratefully and injuri- 
ouſly deny to the Son of God. Without this 
they cannot from Natural Religion, have any 

Hopes of Mercy and Happineſs. But 
St Lukexvii theſe Men may, with as much Rea- 

* ſon, pretend to be ſinleſs; as to ſay 
that /inful, or indeed innocent Man can thus me- 
rit from his Maker. 


Well! But in the Salvation of ſinful Man, 
| there muſt be both ſaving Mercy, 
Saving Mer- and ſaving Merit: the one to par- 
I and taving don, the other to beatifyz and theſe 
erit mult 
have a Foun- muſt have a Foundation ſomewhere. 
dation. Let us then ſee what Natural Light 
wil diſcovers in this matter. Why! It 
diſcovers Nothing, and declares Nothing: the 
whole is quite out of its Sphere. And therefore 
we muſt go to Revelation, and found them 
where God himſelf has founded them, even in 
the meritorious Death of Chriſt, the Lamb of 


God, that was ſlain to take away the ſins of the 
Warld. 


This is founding human Salvation upon the 
mercitul and live-giving Operations of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus according to St Paul, God was in 

Chriſt 
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Chriſt reconciling the World unto .him- 
ſelf, not imputing their Tranſgreſſions un- 2. Cor. v. 
to them. And ſo juſtly making the 9. 
infinite Mercy, Power, and Grace of 

God the ſource of Man's Salvation, and not the 
meritorious Power of corrupt and frail Sinners; 


In ſhort, it is making Salvation the joint Ef- 
fect of a gracious Act of God, as well as an obe- 
dient or penitential Act of Man. 


Objeftion 5. The laſt and popular Objection 
of the Deiſts, is Muſt all Heathens, who 
« have 20 Light, but that of Nature, periſh 
{© everlaſtingly ?*? 


Anſwer. The Queſtion here ariſes from a ſin- 
ful Curioſity, ruling in Man, and 25 
tempting him to pry into ſecret Deut. xxix. 29. 
things, which belong to God. 


But as God, in his great Love and Kindneſs, 
has vouchſaſed to reveal a clear and rational 
way to recover and fave Sinners; and thinks fit 
to enforce the Obſervance of it with this San- 
ction, He that believeth and is bap- 
tiz'd, ſhall be ſaved; but he that St Mark xvi. 16. 
believeth not ſhall be damned. E- 
very one that has this Law before him ought 
to keep all his Religious Enquiries within the 
Determination of that Light, and not vainly 
or raſhly run himſelf into difficult, abſtruſe 
and crooked Paths, where he has 0 Light, 
a from Nature or Revelation to direct his 

teps. 


G 2 This 
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This Anſwer might be ſufficient to an Ob- 


jection that riſes wholly from Curioſity, and 
has no Foundation in Conſcience. 


2. But ſecondly, I do not peremptorily deter- 
mine one way or other about the everlaſting 
State of the Heathens. What I declare, is, that 
whatever Revealed Light may diſcover, as to 
this Queſtion, Natural Light can come to no 
Certainty about the future Happineſs of Hea- 
thens; but rather declares again/t it. 


3. And Laſtly, Tho! from Revealed Light 
we ſhould charitably hope that conſcientious 
Heathens might partake of the Mercies of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus, i. e. of the Mercies of the Goſ- 

|, tho* not of the Light of it; yet this would 
be no Advantage to the Deiſts, who have both 
the Light of Nature and Revelation to direct 
them, and yet in Fact reject both: and conſe- 
quently will be eternally condemned by both. 


And now to conclude; The ground of the 

Deiſts Error lies here, They are 

The ground quite ignorant of what is really 

e Deiſts meant by Salvation; or, at leaſt, 

th they do not conſider it in its full Ex- 

tent, as it imports a re- mating of a 

Man, and placing him in a higher State of 
Exiſtence, than he was firſt formed in. 


If they would take Salvation in this its true 
View, they would ſoon ſee the Deficiency both 
of Natural Light and Natural Strength: and, 
that nothing leſs than the ſame Word of God 
that at firſt made Man, can re- make and ſave him. 

| 3, I come 
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3. I come now, in the Third Place, to Re- 
velation, or the Chriſtain Religion, conſider- 
ing it as certain, and the only Religion 
wherein the Recovery and Salvation of 
Man has any Rational, Sufficient, and 
Comfortable Foundation. 


Here, in the lively Oracles, Divine Reveal- 
tion, we ſee a Foundation opened by the Mercy 
of God, for the Recovery of fallen Man, a 
compleat Sacrifice to God's Juſtice for Sin, and 
the Law of Grace and Pardon, of Regeneration 
and Salvation founded thereon, ſet in ſo clear 


and rational a Light, as unprejudic'd Reaſon, 


upon a due and impartial Examination, irreſi- 
ſtibly admits them. And altho' the Deiſts, blind- 
ed thro? wilful Corruption, and indulg*d Per- 


verſeneſs, may and do deſpiſe the ſalutary Light 


of the Holy Goſpel, yetwhen the Saving Truths 
revealed therein are offered to wiſe and well- 
diſpoſed Men, they enter with rational Demon- 
ſtration, and become as viſible or certain to the 
Mind, as the moſt common Truths in Nature. 


So that the true Chriſtian's Hope of eternal 
Happineſs, ſtands upon the ſure Word of God, 
and rational Demonſtration. 


And here, (if there was Occaſion) I could 
ſettle the ſaving Truths of Revelation upon 
ſelf-evident Propoſitions, as I have 
the Falſity of Deiſm, and plainly Future Hap- 
ſhew that Life and Happinels in a 1 
future State, was as /ure and as nece/- 4 758 
ſary a Conſequence of a Religious bedience to 
Conformity to the Goſpel, as the the Goſpel. 

| | common 
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common Productions, that we behold, are 
the ſettled and fixed Effects of their Natural 
Cauſes. But I need inſiſt upon nothing in this 
Caſe to conſcientious, well-diſpoſed Men; to 
Men that have a real, moving, and earneſt 

Concern for their Salvation, but the 
St John. vii, Words of Chriſt himſelf, If any man 
15. will do bis Will, he ſhall know of the 

Doctrine, whether it be of God: that is, 
If any one will fincerely and devoutly apply 
himſelf to know and practiſe the Doctrines of 
the Goſpel, he will ſoon know, and be inward- 
ly convinc'd, that they are of God. He muſt 
fee that the Publiſher could have no worldly or 
ſenſual Views, becaule his Religion is founded 
upon a Renunciation of both. He muſt alſo 
ſee the higheſt rational Light, as well as the moſt 
exalted Purity, illuſtrating the whole and every 
thing relating to the Sanctiſication and Renovation 
of Man in this Life, in order to his Juſtification 
and Salvation in the next: So agreeable to the 
Natural Light of Man; fo conſiſtent with, and 
ſo ſtrongly declarative of, the Viſdom of Cod; 
that he muſt ſay, of a Truth, The Goſpel comes 
frem God. | 


Nay, I'll venture to affirm, that if any Man, 
with an unprejudic'd Mind and pure Heart, will 
apply himſelf, to the Light and Purity of the 
Goſpel, that by a devout Conformity thereto, 
he will ſoon find ſuch an happy Change in 
himſelf, for the better, ſuch a Riſe and Exalta- 
tion of Nature, ſuch a divine Peace and Joy 
ſpringing up in his Mind, that he cannot but 
own, that all former Pleaſure, ariſing either 
trom Health, Honour, or Eſtate, to be meer 
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Trifles in compariſon of it. And from theſe 
bleſſed Effects, wrought in himſelf thereby, he 
muſt believe, he muſt know, experimentally 


know, that the Goſpel comes from God: ſo, 
tis not Reaſon, but Corruption, that rejects the 


Goſpel. 


Inow go on to the ſecond General Head, 
VIZ, 


SKF. 
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See 
S E CT. II. 


To conſider the End and Deſign of the Book. 


AM very ſenſible that this Book was never 
publiſhed with any deſign to ſtrike out new 
and more advantageous Lights to a benight- 

ed World; or, to promote any Religion, either 
Revealed or Natural; No! It was artfully con- 
trived to produce a quite different Effect; even 
to check the Influence of God's Word, and 
extinguiſh the Light of the Holy Goſpel, the 
infallible Guide of the Reformed Church; in or- 
der, firſt to draw her from her Guard and Safe- 
ty, and then finally to betray her into the bon- 
dage of Popiſh Darkneſs and cruel Tyranny. 


The Contrivers of this (as well as of ſome o- 
ther late Books) no doubt were Jeſuits, and Po- 
?7iſþ Emiſſaries. The Publiſher, one who ſome 
Years ſince (as I'm credibly informed) left the 
Eſtabliſp'd Church and turn'd * Papiſt; and up- 
on that account *tis probable he might have large 


Papiſts may have a Diſpenſation to put on any Appear- 
ance, or be of any Communion, or commit any, even the 
vileſt, Iniquity, if the outward or worldly Advantage of the 
Roman Church ſo require. 


Promiles 
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Promiſes and agreeable Views from a Popiſh 
Government. But being diſappointed of his 
plealing Proſpect by the happy Revolution, *tis 
no wonder if ſuch a Man be filled with Indigna- 
tion againſt that Church, for whole Preſervation 
the Change was accompliſh'd. 


And how he has behaved ſince, whether as a 
Penitent and Reconcil'd to the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
or as continuing in his Apoſtacy, but maſk'd, 
in order to carry on his evil Deſigns againſt the 
Government the better, I leave the World to 
judge. 


This (I think) is certain, that whatever he is 
now, he cannot be a True Proteſtant, or a real 
Member of this Reformed Church; becauſe his 
Abuſe of the Holy Scriptures (the Religion of 
the Reformed) muſt be condemned by all Pro- 
teſtants, and can ſerve no end but that of the 
Papiſts, in tending to juſtify their withholding 


| the Scriptures from the Laity. 


And indeed when we hear him ſaying, (tho' 
in the name of another Perſon) * «+ That the 
« Proteſtant Cauſe is now, and hath been from 
the beginning, maintained with groſs Falſi- 
% fications and Calumnies* Sc. I think no 
Man can be at a loſs to know what Party of Men 
he is engaged for. 
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So that weighing all Circumſtances impartial- 
ly, I muſt, upon the whole, juſtly look upon 
this Performance to be an artful Contrivance; 
to raiſe Diviſions in order to weaken the Pro. 
teſtant Eſtabliſhment. A helliſh Scheme ſet on 
foot on purpoſe to draw over ſome to Popery, | 
and ſome to Diſloyalty ; to harden others in A. wil 
theiſm, and thereby prepare them to rebel with- ¶ aly 
out Remorſe, or give way to a Popiſh Prince 
without Reluctance. 1 


And that Popery has its account in this and tet 
the like Writings, appears plain from the many W ven 
Converts to the Roman Church, or Apoſtates ¶ aſta 
from all Religion thereby. 


| T 
The Feſuites, or Popiſh Agents, engage Men that 
of reprobate Minds, ſuch as will ſay or do any Hof 
3 thing for filthy lucre ſake, ro MSucc 
omen put on the Appearance and Pre- the 
gate * © tenſion of *® Proteſtants; and then, Ween; 
under that Denomination, to Chun 
pubhſh wicked, vile, and blaſphemous Te- Wy; 
nets, in order wholly to lay a Foundation for ree 
charging the Reformed Church with Profane- Wo g 
neſs and Hereſy, and Uncertainty as to Prin- r fa 
ciples or Fundamentals: And then from Errors Meſyi 
of their own framing, charg'd upon the Prote- Whoſe 
ſtants, they plead for the Neceſſity of turning Pa- e 
Piſis, and fixing in their Church, as the only W 7:3 


Church influenc'd and ruled by an infallible 
Guide. Whereby Multitudes yearly, in Lon- 


don and the Country, are caught by theſe Wiles, 
and turn Papiſts. 


_ * Numberleſs Inflances might be produced of this kind. : 
An 


6 
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And where the Jeſuites miſcarry in this point, 
they frequently ſucceed in another; i. e. where 
Men are ſtrongly inclined to purſue their ſenſual 
Appetites; they oft (thro' the Poiſon and In- 
fatuation of ſuch Books) are brought to diſcard 
all Religion, and to ſet up for Patrons of Atheiſm, 
which is a conſiderable Advantage to the Ro- 
man Cauſe; becauſe ſuch Men, upon a Diviſion 
- WW will of Courſejoin with the wrong ſide, and be 
„always Enemies to the Eſtabliſhment. | 


But if they ſhould fail in both thefe : yet they 
will have this certain Advantage of ſetting Pro- 
teſtants againſt Proteſtants ; and thereby, of pre- 
venting their uniting zealouſly and unanimouſly 
aſtaing their common Enemy, the Papiſts. 


The Truth is, the Peſuites are vere ſenſible, 
that the more fecure and flouriſhing the Church 


ny Wot England, the more ſecure is the Hanover 
ro Wucceſſion : and therefore deſpairing of ſettlingy 
re- Wthe Pretender upon the Throne, till they can 
en, Neſtroy or greatly weaken the Eſtabliſh'd 


hurch, they the Jeſuites ] employ their whole 
50e, or oft-ſpring of Atheiſts, Papiſts, Deiſts, 
ree-thinkers, and their other Tools of all kind; 
o gain Proſelytes, and heighten Schiſmatical 
r factious Diviſions : and then, I dare ſay, the 
eſuites who in diſguiſe mix with, or influence 
ole Men, will puſh them on to incroach upon 
he Church, or to attempt the Repeal of the 
Teſt- Act, or any thing of an exaſperating Na- 
H 2 ture, 


© — — 


* The Toleration-Act on dne hand, and the ,. Act on 
e other, are to all conſcientions Men a juſt and W 
; | arri9t 
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ture, in order to deſtroy the Church, and thereby 
to open a door for the Pretender; ſo that in 


mort, Modern Deiſm is Real Feſuitiſm. 


And there is nothing ſtrange or improbable | in 
this Charge becauſe, by Wiles and Artifices 
of this kind : by dividing the Nation into Two 
Parties, and mixing their Agents privately with 
both, deſignedly to exaſperate one againſt an- 
other, the. Jeſuites and other Popiſh Emiſſa- 
ries have (we know) * once already overturn'd 


both Church and State. 


And *tis no leſs certain they are endeavour- 
iog to play the ſame Game over again. And in 
order to this End, The Church of England at 
this very time, is more ſtrongly attack'd by the 
Wiles of Popery, and a greater Number of 
their Miſſionaries, than perhaps in any former 
Reign; and theſe Men (we know) will looſe no 
Opportunity, nor ſtick at any Meaſures to ſeduce 
and deitroy the Proteſtants, 


And now to aſk a Queſtion by the By : While 
the Papiſts are ſo buſy in perverting or deſtroy: 
ing the Proteſtants in all parts of the Nation; 
white they are fo reſolutely ſet upon our Ruin; 
and when the Enemy 1s not at a diſtance, but a 
mongſt us: can it be a proper time for Prote- 
teſtants to quarrel among chemſelves, or deſire 


— 


— ——— — 


Barrier betwixt the Church and Proteſtant Diſſenters: ſo th 
an aggreſũve Attempt either way is criminal and factious and 
uli ſpring (tho? privately) from the Jeſuites. 


Civil Wars in 1641. &c, 


ing 
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an Af? that will kindle the flame of Strife and 
Contention in every City and Town-Corporate 
in England? All ſincere and conſcientious Pro- 
teſtants of every Denomination, muſt and will 
anſwer in the Negative; and be perſwaded, 
upon a ſerious Examination, that the firſt Step 
that in Prudence or Conſcience we ought to take, 
is, to ſecure ourſelves againſt our Common E- 
nemy ; and provide a Remedy n, for fear our 
Endeavours ſhould come too late; and we are 
unexcuſably, and indiſpenſibly oblig'd ſo to 
do, when we know, that thoſe our Enemies 
are perſecuting, baniſhing, and murdering our 
Chriſtian Brethren in foreign Parts, and induſtri- 
ouſly making Converts, and ſowing their evil 
Seed in order to do the ſame here. 


And as while the Jeſuites are making Con- 
verts to their Idolatrous Church, they (at the 
ſame time) deprive the King of his Subjects, 


by withdrawing them from their Allegiance: - 


Every true Friend to the Hanover-Succeſlion 
muſt be defirous to put a ſtop to ſuch an Evil as 
naturally tends to weaken his preſent Majeſty, 
and gives Strength and Encouragement to the 
Pretender. 


I have now laid before you my Thoughts 
touching the deſign of ſome Modern Books, 
and particularly of a late Treatiſe, viz. Chriſtia- 


nity as old as the Creation, &c. and wiſh that 


the reputed Publiſher of that laſt Piece would 
ſeriouſly and deliberately take a View of him- 


ſelf in that Performance, as an avowed Enemy 
of God, lighting his Goodneſs, deſpiſing his 


| Grace, and preſumptuouſly rejecting his Mercy 


offered 


— 
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offered in Chriſt Jeſus. A timely and impartial 
View of this kind may (if any thing can) ope- 
rate upon his Reaſon, and bring him to repent, 
and change his Principles; without which, it 
muſt be impoſſible for him (tho? abſolved by a 
Jeſuite) to die in Peace. | 


If indeed through a contemptuous and long 
Abuſe of God's Laws he is judicially fix'd in the 
low and deteſtable Seat of the Scorner, and ſo 
loſt as to ſaving Light and true Repentance : 
He may then ('tis true) paſs away his time in a 
brutal Security, and at laſt go off as ſtupid as the 
Beaſts that periſh. 


But, as I afore ſaid, He can have no rational 
Peace, or refreſhing Hopes in his dying Hours. 


If he Thinks, he muſt be miſerable. 


Tis a State inconceivably dreadful], when a dy- 
ing Man cannot look backward into Time with 
out Remorſe, nor forward into Eternity, with- 
out Deſpair. 


"Tis, the beginning of Hell when the Spirits | 


of Darkneſs are urging the unwilling Soul to 
quit its Tenement of Clay; and the guilty Mind, 
(a Mind conſcious that God has forſaken it) ſug- 
geſts nothing but a ſad Futurity, | 


gECT... 
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SECT. III. 


1 now come to the laſt Enquiry, viz. © M he- 
« ther Atheiſtical, Prophane, Treache- 
« rous and Seditious Writers ought to be 
* Paniſbed? 


T N Anſwer to which, Muſt it not be Partiali- 
ty, Cruelty, and Injuſtice, to puniſh with 
Death, a poor, indigent Man for takin 

three or four Shillings to buy Bread, to keep 
himſelf from ſtarving, and ler the Authors of 
ſuch Books go free as are craftily endeavouring 
to rob Men of their ſettled Properties and 
Souls, againſt the plain Laws, both of Reaſon 
and Revelation? Muſt the Liberty of the Hand. 
which extends only to Temporal things, be pu- 
niſhed with Death, and the much more danger- 
ous Liberty of the Tongue and Pen, which ex- 
tends to Eternal things, have no wholſome Re- 
ſtraints? Is Juſtice become ſo corrupt as to fee 
ſmall Faults only, and not great ones? Or, be- 
come ſo partial as to puniſh the leſs guilty, ane 
paſs by the greater Criminals? Or, ſhall it be 
deem'd a Capital Crime in one Man to deprive 
his Neighbour of his Property, in four or five 
Shillings, or two or three ſmall pieces of Earth; 
and ſhall others, at the ſame time, under the 
Pretence or Maſk of Liberty, attempt to turn 
Kingdoms upſide-down, to diſplace their pre- 
tent 
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ſent Governours, and diſorder and overturn 
legal, religious, and wiſe Settlements, with 
Impunity ? or, ſhall we be ſo weak, and void 
of true Chriſtian Courage, as to ſuffer our felves 
to be *bantered out of all Legal Reſtraints, in 
ſuch Caſes by the idle, groundleſs and factious 
retence of Perſecution, put into the mouths of 
Proſligate Offenders, by the“ Jeſuites ? 


No Man of Reaſon and Conſcience, or that 
has any concern for our true Liberty, Religi- 
on, and preſent Conſtitution, can approve of 
ſuch a /izfu] Indulgence. | 


I call it nfl, becauſe in my Judgement, all 
factious Jeſuited Men, that under the ſeveral 
Maſks or Cant-Terms of | Perſecution, Liberty, 

Free 


Mi 


* We ſee the conſummate Villainy and Hypocriſy of the 
Jeſuites in their Agents: Thus they who are the greateſt 
Perſecuters in the World, make their Agents cry out perpe- 
tually againſt Perſecution ; They who burn Men for Re- 
forming, make their Agents call for a further Reformation. 
They who hang Men for taking their Chri/tian Liberty, 
make their Dupes call out inceſſantly for @nbounded Liberty. 
They who are all Craft, make their Fools perpetually rail 
— Prieftcraft. | 


+ Soure Tef? is abſolutely neceſſary to ſupport any Govern- 
ment, and what no prudent Government will give up; be- 
cauſe tho” this will not always prevent the Deſigns of Fafious 
Men, yet it will always diſcover them. 


As to Places of Tru/? or Profit under, or in, a Govern- 
ment, no Man can plead a Natural Right to them; the Diſ- 
poſa! of them in the nature of things, muſt be at the Diſcre- 
tion of the Governours: otherways it will be a Government 
ſubject to the Direction of Faction; * a men and 
no Government. — 
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Free Thinking, Hardſbip of the Tet-AF, or the 
like hypocritical and craftly Pretences, are for 
diſturbing the Peace of the Nation, and bring- 
ing in the Pretender, are as corrupt in their 
Minds, and as rebellious in their Hearts, as the 
very Rebels that fought for the Pretdneer at 


Dumblain or Preſton. 


I am, and (as a Chriſtian) always muſt be, 
for allowing an Indulgence to Men of tender and 
ſcrupulous Conſciences: but, on the other hand, 
an Indulgence to thoſe that offend of malicious 
Wickedneſs is, and always muſt be, Criminal. 
Error is pitiable, but a perverſe Will, or deſigu- 
ed Miſchief for Lucre fake, or Fa#ion under 
the Maſk of Conſcience, is the proper ſubject of 
Puniſhment. | 


And therefore, where Men ſell themſelves 
to work Wickedneſs, and become Mercenaries 
to a foreign Power, or apparently make it their 
cheif Buſineſs to publiſh heretical, vile, fedi- 
tious Books, (the Jeſuites Ware) or revive 
Doctrines or Books that were formerly made 
uſe of to murder our. King, and deſtroy our 
Conſtitution, (as tis plain ſome Moderns have 
done) or behave fatoufly,or mutinouſly towards 


7 4 1 8 — 99 


As theſe Places (the neceſſary Reſult of Government) are 
then at the Diſpoſal of the Governing Powers, every wile and 
1 Government will diſpoſe of theſe Places to Men of 

robity and peaceable Tempers, i. to Men that will con- 
form to the E/ftabliſp'd Government, and be always ready to 
defend and ſupport it; and not to dubious or factious Men that 
will be pleaſed with no Eſtabliſhment, - or no Miniſtry ; but 
move this way or that way Jult as a perverſe Spirit or Jeſujti- 
cal Craft directs them, 5 38 
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the Eſtabliſhment, they ought not only to be re- 
ſtrained from ſpreading their Plague, and throw- 
ing out their Venom to infect and ruin the 
Innocent, but likewiſe to be puniſhed as Tray- 
tors to God, and Enemies to Man. 


The Reaſon and Neceſſity of this is evident, 
becauſe the Wrath and Curſe 

The Neceſſity of of God is annexed to every wil- 
2 1 ful Act of Iniquity: and there- 
"OS 1a... fore if the Magiſtrates, who are 


rous and factious 
Writers. the Miniſters of God to execute Ven- 


geance on them that do evil, do 


not do it, they break their Truſt, and are 
guilty before God. 


Or, if the Legiſlative Power, (the Guardians 
of the Nation's Safety, and concerned particular- 
ly, as ſuch, to ſecure the Protection of Heaven 
upon it) if they neglect or refuſe to Ena&t Laws 
proper to diſcourage open and flagrant Iniqui- 


ty; In that caſe, the Nation adopts the Guilt, 


and becomes, as a Nation, accountable to God 
for it. So that the ſecurity of God's Church, 
the Welfare of the Nation, and the Duty of 
the Magiſtrate, all call for the Puniſhment of 


heinous and notorious Offenders. 


God, *tis certain, has often interpoſed in Fa- 
vour of our Church and Nation; and has mira- 
culouſly ſecured the one from Idolatry, and the 
other from Slavery,  _ 


Thus, Who does not ſee the Interpoſal of 
Providence in defeating the Idolatrous and wick- 
ed Piſigns of Queen Mary. by cutting her off 
b * Wn 
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in the midſt of her days? Who does not ſee the 
hand of God in the defeat of the Spainards in 
the following Reign? And in the miraculous 
Diſcovery of the Gun-powder Plot in the Reigh 
after of King James the Firſt ? 


Again, Who does not ſee the Counſels of 
King James the ſecond turn'd into Fooliſhneſs 
and his unjuſt Deſigns againſt our Church and 
Nation miraculouſly fruſtrated, and the Purity 
of the one, and the Liberty of the other both 
preſerved? Who does not ſee that that idola- 
trous Prince was driven out of the Land by the 
Hand of Providence, (there I lay the Streſs) 
for perfidiouſly endeavouring to deſtroy our 
Church, and bereave us of our Juſt Rights? 
and his Kingdom on that account given by God 
to another, and from him legally convey'd to 
our preſent Sovereign? Every one that con- 
ſiders things duly muſt ſee it. 


But then, If we abuſe theſe Mercies, and 
inconſiderately or puſillanimouſly ſuffer God, 
the Author of them, to be openly affronted by 
Profane, Mercenary, and Factious Writers, 
without inflicting any Puniſhment, We (the 
Nation) put a ſtop to the Interpofal of God in 
our Favour, fill up the meaſure of our Iniqui- 
ties, and become ripe for Vengeance, and 
liable to all Calamities. h 


So that in order to ſecure the future Protec- 
uon of Heaven, to keep off Judgments, and 


prevent the Nation's Miſery and Perdition. 
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„All Authors of wicked: and deteſtable 
Principles, that is, All Atheiſts or prophang 
Infidels that write to corrupt us; all mercenary 
Tools of Rome, that write deſignedly to divide 
and weaken us; and all hypocritical Fudaſites, 
that under the Maſk of Friendſhip, are craftily 
endeavouring to betray us, ſhould' be puniſhed 
and treated as Rebels to our King; Supplans 
ters of our Happineſs, and Enemies of the Na- 
con. 3 N91) 
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